


	

CURRICULUM VITAE

Christian Oscar Garcia

Office Address
Department of Psychology
University of California, Riverside
Psychology 3128A
Riverside, CA 92521  
Education

University of California, Riverside, Riverside, CA				      2027 (Expected)
Ph.D., Developmental Psychology
Quantitative Psychology Specialization 
Advisor: Misaki Natsuaki, Ph.D.	

California State University, Northridge, Northridge, CA 					2022
Master of Arts, Psychological Science 
Thesis: Social Competence in a Distanced Environment: An Examination of Videoconferencing and Stress

University of California, Riverside, Riverside, CA						2017
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology	

[bookmark: _Hlk531210693][bookmark: _Hlk20840741]Research Interests


Social Competence                             			  Internalizing Psychopathology 		
Empathy/Prosocial Behaviors			 			Pubertal Timing

Publications

Garcia, C.O., Natsuaki, M. N., Neiderhiser, J. M., Shaw, D. S., Ganiban, J. M., & Leve, L. D. (Under Review). The Prospective Effect of Callous and Unemotional Behaviors During Preschool on Adolescent Social Competence.

Garcia, C.O., & Berzenski, S. R. (2023). The Importance of Perception and Personality on the Association between Childhood Neglect and Adult Social Competence. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma.

Recognitions

Eugene Cota Robles Fellowship, University of California, Riverside                             
2022 - 2023

Sally Casanova Honorable Mention, California Pre-Doctoral Program                          
2021 - 2022

Gottfried Research Award in Developmental Psychology, Western Psychological Association 2019

[bookmark: _Hlk20833170]Conference Presentations
*Denotes undergraduate mentee

*Fang, E., Garcia, C.O., Natsuaki, M.N., Klimes-Dougan, B., Hastings, P.D., & Zahn-Waxler, C. (2025). Adverse Familial Experiences and Internalizing Behaviors: The Mediating Role of Parent Emotional Socialization. Poster accepted for presentation at 2026 UCR Undergraduate Research Symposium, Riverside, CA
Garcia, C.O., Yates, T.M., & Natsuaki, M.N. (2026). Childhood Adversity and Adolescent Friendships: The Mediating Role of Cognitive Empathy. Poster accepted for presentation at the Society of Research on Adolescence Biennial Meeting, Toronto, CAN.
*Kim, A., Garcia, C.O., Natsuaki, M.N., Klimes-Dougan, B., Hastings, P.D., & Zahn-Waxler, C. (2025). Social Withdrawal in Adolescence: The Interaction of Pubertal Timing and Social vs. Non-Social Stressors. Poster accepted for presentation at 2025 UCR R’PSYC Conference, Riverside, CA.
 †Invited for a spotlight presentation and talk

Garcia, C.O., Natsuaki, M.N., Shaw, D., Leve, L., & Neiderhiser, J.M. (2024). Callous and Unemotional Behavior in Early Childhood: Associations with Adolescent Social Competence. Poster presented at 2024 International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development Biennial Meeting, Lisbon, Portugal.

Garcia, C.O., & Berzenski, S. R. (2021). Parental Attachment and Locus of Control Moderate the Association between Punishment and Social Support. Poster presented at the virtual biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development.

Garcia, C.O., Linde-Krieger, L., & Yates, T.M. (2020). Caregivers’ Maltreatment History and Delinquency in Adolescence: Links with Caregiver Anger and Child Aggressive Coping. Poster accepted for presentation at 2020 Society of Research on Adolescence Biennial Meeting, San Diego, CA. (Conference canceled due to COVID-19 pandemic). 

Garcia, C.O., Coulombe, B.R., & Yates, T.M. (2019). Parenting, teachers, and academic achievement. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Western Psychological Association, Pasadena, CA.
†Gottfried Research Award in Developmental Psychology

Teaching Experience 

University of California, Riverside

Instructor of Record

PSYC 166C: Adolescence and Emerging Adulthood			          July 2025 – August 2025

Teaching Assistant				              

PSYC 161: Socioemotional and Personality Development			  June 2023 – July 2023
PSYC 012: Psychological Methods: Research Procedures 			 July 2023 – Sept. 2023
PSYC 011: Psychological Methods: Statistical Procedures			  June 2024 – July 2024
PSYC 011: Psychological Methods: Statistical Procedures			Sept. 2025 – Dec. 2025
PSYC 012: Psychological Methods: Research Procedures		           Jan. 2026 – March 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk526533724]Research Experience 

Developmental Transitions Laboratory				              June 2022 – Current
Graduate Student, University of California, Riverside
Principal Investigator: Misaki N. Natsuaki, Ph.D.
· Mentor undergraduate honors student and provide support for research projects

REACH Laboratory						        August 2020 – May 2022
Graduate Student, California State University, Northridge
Principal Investigator: Sara R. Berzenski, Ph.D.
· Data cleaning and scoring syntax creation for a large study on emotional adjustment
· Coding videos for emotion regulation indices in children during observed tasks
· Code caregiver interviews for markers of adverse experiences  

Adversity and Adaptation Laboratory				           June 2017 – June 2020
Project Coordinator, University of California, Riverside
Principal Investigator: Tuppett M. Yates, Ph.D.
· Assist with an ongoing longitudinal study of regulation, representation, and psychosocial adjustment among 250 child-caregiver dyads
· Conduct structured assessments with parents and adolescents including standardized measures, qualitative interviews, and extensive life histories
· Manage data entry, including quality checks
· Manage major transcription projects of qualitative interview data in English and Spanish
· Mentor 10 undergraduate research assistants and oversee their lab duties and tasks
· Code for parent-child relationship quality during observed interactions
· Code qualitative interviews of foster youth’s representations of major turning points

Life Events Laboratory						          June 2016 – June 2017
Research Assistant, University of California, Riverside
Principal Investigator: Kate Sweeny, Ph.D.
· Recruited participants from the Riverside University Health System for a study aiming to optimize the delivery of medical test results  
· Conducted standardized laboratory assessments including the Trier Social Stress Task as well as novel observational metrics of social stress 
· Conducted qualitative interviews on experiences of the healthcare system and coping mechanisms with women awaiting biopsy results

OBSERVE Laboratory						October 2015 – June 2017
Research Assistant, University of California, Riverside
Principal Investigator: Megan Robbins, Ph.D.
· Code audio files of daily interactions of opposite- and same-sex couples for the presence or absence of social environments and behaviors (e.g., instances of social support, content of couple conversations, and the level of conversation depth such as superficial compared to emotional disclosure).

Work Experience 

Department of Psychology, Sona Support					April 2024 - Current
Graduate Student Assistant, University of California, Riverside


CHASS F1RST First Year Experience Programs			      March 2023 – June 2025
Graduate Student Researcher, University of California, Riverside

· Conduct data collection and cleaning for program analyses

· Perform qualitative and quantitative analyses for academic program evaluation

· Evaluate program effectiveness and devise improvement pathways based on student feedback

· Mentor undergraduate staff and provide student staff support 


Office of Institutional Research					      October 2021 – September 2022
Graduate Research Intern, California State University, Northridge

· Conduct extensive literature reviews for university wide projects

· Performed routine data cleaning and restructuring for project analyses

· Applied multiple linear regression, logistic regression, and propensity score matching to examine relationships among campus initiatives and student academic outcomes 

· Prepared brief and full reports on results of various student academic outcome projects to be distributed among various campus wide departments

Professional Affiliations

Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD)

Society for Research on Adolescence (SRA)

References

Misaki Natsuaki, Ph.D.	   Sara Berzenski, Ph.D. 	      Janet Oh                            Professor of Psychology	   Associate Professor  	      Senior Director 
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misaki.natsuaki@ucr.edu	   sara.berzenski@csun.edu	      janetoh@csun.edu

       

